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troops. The Amir-i-Kabir maintained Ms troops and governed
the districts assigned to MTU under the general control of the
Nizam to be exercised through the Minister; this control how-
ever was quite nominal.

The Amir-i-Kabir was a high-born Muhammadan of the old
school, refined dignified and judicious, though somewhat en-
feebled by age. He was the son of the handsome father
mentioned in chapter X. His face aspect and figure would
have made a fine subject for the portrait-painter. His inner
thoughts probably clung to the old ways, and he never lent
himself to promote reforms. Still he realized the progress
which was going on in the outer world, and desired that
the Nizam's government should march with the age, and
maintain good relations with the British. He was so placed
that he wanted nothing for himself or his friends, and felt no
jealousy of the Minister or any one else; thus he acquired
the position of consulting physician to the state. Though
possessing firmness and courage, he loved tranquillity, and
seemed to regard violence or lawlessness as essentially vulgar.
His opinions had much weight with the Nizam, indeed he was
the only man at that time who had any influence over His
Highness for good. It was mainly through his friendly offices
that the recent dispute between the Nizam, and the Minister
had been composed.

Similarly, some districts were retained by the Nizam under
his own direct management, and from their revenue were
defrayed the expenses of his palace and household. These were
governed by men whom the Nizam appointed without the
intervention of the Minister.

There were also tracts and territories of various sizes, large
and small, occupied by Muhammadan noblemen, often relatives
of the Nizam. Some of these were men of capacity and
activity, but many lived in a state of vacuity and' listlessness,
almost of lethargy.

Notwithstanding these abatements from his power, the
Minister had a great position, controlling the regular army, the
revenues, and the civil administration generally. He was also